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Welcome to Washington State History and Government.   By the end of the class all students 
will be able to:  
 

● Meet a high school graduation requirement. 
● Describe the geography and geology of the Pacific Northwest and how it impacts the 

economy and culture of the people who live here. 
● Gain a better awareness of Native Cultures and their significance to the history of 

Washington. 
● Describe the significance of Washington State in US and world history. 
● Identify and describe the contributions of people and groups to Washington.  
● Understand the government and economy of Washington State. 
● Participate in many learning activities and have fun in the process. 

 
Units Of Study 
 
Unit 1  The Geography of Washington State:  
Essential Question:  How does Washington’s geography impact the way we live? 
Unit 2  Native Cultures and Early Explorers: 
EQ:  How did the environment affect how Native Cultures lived?  What brought explorers to 
Washington State and how did this affect Native Cultures?  
Unit 3:  Settlement of Washington  
EQ:  What brought settlers to Washington and what was life like for them? 
Unit 4:  Treaties and Statehood 
EQ:  What treaties were made with Native Cultures and what were their impacts?  What led to 
Washington Statehood? (1855 - 1890) 
Unit 5:  A State Of Growth 
EQ:  How did Washington’s economy and population change in the time period following 
statehood?  (1889 - 1900) 
Unit 6:  An Era of Reform 
EQ:  What were the positive and negative effects of reform during the Progressive Era from 
1900 to 1920?  
Unit 7:  The Great Depression and WWII in Washington State: 
EQ:  How did the people of Washington respond to the challenges of The Great Depression and 
WWII?  (1930 - 1945)  How can we respond to current challenges?  
Unit 8:  Washington Comes of Age:  Moving into the modern era: 
EQ:  What significant political, economic, and social challenges affected Washington State 
following the WWII era?  
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Unit 9:  Washington State Government in Action:  
EQ:  How do state government actions and civic responsibility affect the way we live?  In what 
ways can I participate?  
Unit 10:  Our State Economy:  
EQ:  What is Washington’s role in the national and global economy?  What does this mean as I 
prepare for the future?  
 
Grading:  Overall daily assignments will be worth 50 percent of your grade and projects and 
tests will be worth 50 percent of your grade.  
93-100 = A 87- 89 = B+ 80- 82 = B- 73- 76 = C 67- 69 = D+ 59 and below = F 
90-92 = A- 83 -86 = B 77- 79 = C+ 70- 72 = C- 60 -66 = D 
 
Late Work:  Late work will be accepted, however there may be a penalty for each day late.   It is 
best practice to turn in all work even if it is late!  If you are absent from class you will have time 
to make up work without penalty.  
 
Google Classroom:  Most all assignments will be posted on Google Classroom.  Students will 
be given a code on the first day of class to connect and view assignments, projects, and 
resources on this platform.  Parents are also encouraged to access the code so that they can 
log into the classroom. Students will turn in their assignments on Google Classroom.  
 
  Classroom Expectations: 

● Be prepared 
● Use time wisely  
● Be respectful of others 
● Ask Questions 
● Take notes and keep a notebook for this subject 
● Be on time:  Must be in the classroom when the bell rings and ready to learn 
● Participation will be part of your grade and will be based on attendance, and appropriate 

interactions during class.  
 
I believe that all students will be able to meet the classroom expectations, but if not 
consequences may include the following: verbal warning, conference after class, lunch 
detentions, call home, and office referral.  
 
I have read and understand the classroom information: 
 
 
__________________________ __________________________ 
Student Signature Parent/Guardian Signature  


